
Kline
Ignacio

Durango

Bayfield

Hesperus
LA PLATA

MONTEZUMA

ARCHULETA

HINSDALE

Name: Figure 3a SandC 1

Project 1:  New Bridges Spanning 
Tributaries to Wilson Gulch

Project 2:  Reclamation of 
Abandoned US 550

Project 3:  Widening of US 550 at Southern 
End of US 160 SEIS/ROD Project

Single and Complete NWP Projects
Overall Design-Build Construction Project
PJD Potential WOTUS

0 625 1,250 1,875312.5

Feet
1:15,000 Date: 3/6/2019

US 550 South
Design Build

La Plata County, CO

Figure 3a
Single & Complete
Projects 1, 2, & 3

±

Map Source:  USGS 7.5-Minute Map for Loma Linda, CO



Kline
Ignacio

Durango

Bayfield

Hesperus
LA PLATA

MONTEZUMA

ARCHULETA

HINSDALE

Name: Figure 3b SandC 4

Project 4:  Impacts to Mason Lateral Ditch

Single and Complete NWP Projects
Overall Design-Build Construction Project
PJD Potential WOTUS

0 625 1,250 1,875312.5

Feet
1:15,000 Date: 3/6/2019

US 550 South
Design Build

La Plata County, CO

Figure 3b
Single & Complete

Projects 4

±

Map Source:  USGS 7.5-Minute Map for Loma Linda, CO



Kline
Ignacio

Durango

Bayfield

Hesperus
LA PLATA

MONTEZUMA

ARCHULETA

HINSDALE

Name: Figure 3c SandC 5

Project 5:  US 550 Widening from 
Existing 4-Lane Segment to CR 214

Single and Complete NWP Projects
Overall Design-Build Construction Project
PJD Potential WOTUS

0 625 1,250 1,875312.5

Feet
1:15,000 Date: 3/6/2019

US 550 South
Design Build

La Plata County, CO

Figure 3c
Single & Complete

Project 5

±

Map Source:  USGS 7.5-Minute Map for Loma Linda, CO



Kline
Ignacio

Durango

Bayfield

Hesperus
LA PLATA

MONTEZUMA

ARCHULETA

HINSDALE

Name: Figure 3d SandC 6

Project 6:  Impacts to Hess Lateral Ditch

Single and Complete NWP Projects
Overall Design-Build Construction Project
PJD Potential WOTUS

0 625 1,250 1,875312.5

Feet
1:15,000 Date: 3/6/2019

US 550 South
Design Build

La Plata County, CO

Figure 3d
Single & Complete

Project 6

±

Map Source:  USGS 7.5-Minute Map for Loma Linda, CO



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 4 
 

Wetland Impact Sheets 
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See attached for
the proposed cross
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See attached for
the proposed cross
section at Sta. 875
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Cross Section Drawings 
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Section 7 Consultation Documentation 
  



 
  
 
 
 
 Colorado Division 12300 W. Dakota Ave., Suite #180 
  Lakewood, Colorado 80228 
 January 31, 2019 720-963-3000 
    
   
  
 
Drue L. DeBerry 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Ecological Services 
P.O. Box 25486, DFC, (MS 65412) 
Denver, Colorado 80225-0486 
VIA EMAIL ONLY 
 
Attention: Ms. Alison Michael 
 
Subject:  Concurrence Extension Request for CDOT Region 5’s Reevaluation of the US 550 
South Connection to US 160 Supplemental Final Environmental Impact Statement/Section 
4(f) Evaluation and Record of Decision, La Plata County, Colorado.  Project # NHPP 5501-
029; SA 22420, Consultation #ES/LK-6-CO-06-F-011 
 
Dear Mr. DeBerry: 
 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Colorado Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) Region 5, proposes to construct a new connection to U.S. Highway 160 
(US 160) from the existing U.S. Highway 550 (US 550) alignment near milepost 15.7. The new 
connection would tie in to existing US 160 at the Grandview Interchange which is approximately 
0.6 mile east of the existing US 160 and US 550 (south) connection. The connection from 
existing US 550 to US 160 via Grandview Interchange would create an additional approximately 
1.2 miles of new roadway.  
 
The US 550 South Connection to US 160 Supplemental Final Environmental Impact 
Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation (SFEIS) was prepared in June 2012 to supplement information 
contained in the US Highway 160 from Durango to Bayfield Environmental Impact Statement 
and Final Section 4(f) Evaluation (FEIS). A Reevaluation of the SFEIS was finalized in 2015 to 
update possible impacts from new alternatives that warranted analysis.  As a part of the SFEIS 
Reevaluation analysis, a Biological Resource Report(BRR) was prepared in October 2014 to 
assess possible impacts to federally listed/proposed/candidate species and proposed/designated 
critical habitat that could result from the proposed alternatives.  The 2014 BRR developed “Is 
Not Likely to Adversely Affect” determinations for the endangered Southwestern Willow 
Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus) and endangered New Mexico meadow jumping mouse 
(Zapus hudsonius luteus).  An “Is Likely to Adversely Affect” determination was asserted for the 
endangered Colorado pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus lucius) and endangered razorback sucker 
(Xyrauchen texanus) due to temporary minor water depletions to the Upper Colorado River 
Basin.  A letter of concurrence with these determinations was issued by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife service (USFWS) on November 3, 2014.  The letter of concurrence agreed that 
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anticipated impacts to the Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and New Mexico meadow jumping 
mouse would be discountable and insignificant and that the possible impacts resulting from 
minor temporary water depletions within the Upper Colorado River Basin were addressed in the 
May 21, 1999 Minor Water Depletions of 100 Acre-feet or Less from the San Juan River Basin 
Biological Opinion.  Based upon the findings of the SFEIS, a Record of Decision (ROD) was 
published in April 2015. 
 
General habitat conditions within the action area have not changed significantly since the 2015 
ROD. Site visits of the current project and action area were conducted in July 2018 by HDR and 
CDOT biologists.  On site evaluations and desktop analysis of existing habitats confirmed that 
there have been no widespread degradations to habitats within the action area such as large scale 
developments, wildfire, severe drought, or other similar changes that could have altered the 
ecosystems described in the SFEIS.  Additionally, there are no additional 
proposed/listed/candidate species or proposed/designated critical habitat that would require 
analysis beyond what was assessed in the 2014 BRR.  Minimization and conservation measures 
proposed in the BRR and USFWS Letter of Concurrence for listed/proposed/candidate species 
that may be present in the action area will be adhered too including the performance of pre-
construction presence/absence surveys within suitable nesting habitat for the Southwestern 
Willow Flycatcher.   
 
The FHWA is requesting an extension to the Letter of Concurrence provided by the USFWS on 
November 3, 2014 for those determinations documented in the October 2014 BRR.  As required 
by the previous consultation on this action, it is also requested that the USFWS confirm that the 
San Juan River Recovery Implementation Program can implement sufficient flows identified for 
the recovery of the Colorado pikeminnow and razorback sucker in a timely manner to offset the 
anticipated minor temporary depletions associated with the action. 
 
If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Mark Lawler, CDOT 
Region 5 Biologist, at 970.385.8371.   
 

Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 
John M. Cater, P.E. 
Division Administrator 

 By:  Stephanie Gibson 
 Environmental Program Manager 
 
 
 
Cc: Jeff Peterson, CDOT Headquarters 
Cc: Stephanie Gibson, FHWA Colorado Division 
Cc: Mark Lawler, CDOT Region 
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ES/LK-6-CO-06-F-011 
Previous TAILS:  06E24000-2015-I-0019 
TAILS:  06E24000-2019-I-0371 
 

February 28, 2019 
 
Stephanie Gibson 
Federal Highway Administration – Colorado Division 
12300 West Dakota Avenue, Suite 180 
Lakewood, Colorado  80228 
 
Dear Ms. Gibson: 
 
On November 3, 2014, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) concurred with your 
determination that the realignment of the U.S. Highway 550 South Connection to U.S. Highway 
160 in Durango, La Plata County, Colorado, was not likely to adversely affect the endangered 
Southwestern Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax trailii extimus) and the endangered New Mexico 
meadow jumping mouse (Zapus hudsonius luteus) (06E24000-2019-I-0371).  Critical habitats 
for these species have not been proposed or designated in the project area; therefore, none will be 
affected.  Our review was performed consistent with our authority under the Endangered Species 
Act of 1973 (ESA), as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).  Our concurrence was based on the 
lack of habitat for these species in the project area; therefore effects were expected to be 
discountable.  In addition, the possible impacts resulting from minor temporary water depletions 
within the Upper Colorado River Basin were addressed in the May 21, 1999, Minor Water 
Depletions of 100 Acre-feet or Less from the San Juan River Basin Biological Opinion.  Based 
upon the findings of the US 550 South Connection to US 160 Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement, a Record of Decision (ROD) was published in April 2015. 
 
On February 1, 2019, we received your request to extend our earlier concurrence, and to confirm 
that the San Juan River Recovery Implementation Program can implement sufficient flows 
identified for the recovery of the Colorado pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus lucius) and razorback 
sucker (Xyrauchen texanus) in a timely manner to offset the anticipated minor temporary 
depletions associated with the action.  There have been no changes to the project description, and 
habitat conditions in the corridor have also not changed significantly since the 2015 ROD.  
Further, no additional species have been listed or additional critical habitat proposed or 
designated in the project area. Minimization and conservation measures proposed in the 
biological report as well as our earlier concurrence will be adhered to including the performance 
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of pre-construction presence/absence surveys within suitable nesting habitat for the Southwestern 
Willow Flycatcher. 
 
Given that neither habitat conditions nor the project description have changed, and that no new 
species or critical habitats have been listed, proposed, or designated, we continue to expect the 
impacts from the project to the species to be insignificant and discountable.  Further, the Service 
considers the San Juan River Recovery Implementation Program’s overall progress toward 
recovery of the Colorado pikeminnow and razorback sucker in the San Juan River to be 
sufficient for the Program to continue as the ESA compliance mechanism for water development 
and operations within the San Juan River Basin. 
 
Please note that reinitiation of consultation will be required if: 
 

1. New information reveals effects of the action that may affect listed species or critical 
habitat in a manner or to an extent not considered in this consultation; 
 

2. The action is subsequently modified in a manner that causes an adverse effect to the 
listed species or critical habitat that was not considered in this consultation; or 
 

3. A new species is listed or critical habitat designated that may be affected by the action. 
 
If the proposed project has not commenced within one year, please contact the Colorado Field 
Office to request an extension.  We appreciate your submitting this report to our office for 
review and comment.  If the Service can be of further assistance, please contact Alison Deans 
Michael of my staff at alison_michael@fws.gov or (303) 236-4758. 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Drue L. DeBerry 
      Colorado and Nebraska Field Offices Supervisor 
 
ec: USFWS/GJ (Aimee Crittendon) 

CDOT, HQ (Jeff Peterson) 
CDOT, R5 (Mark Lawler) 
Michael 

 
Ref:  Alison\H:\My Documents\CDOT 2005\Region 5\US160 DEIS\2019_extension_2015-I-0019\US550_S_Connection_US160_extension.docx 
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 Colorado Division 12300 W. Dakota Ave., Suite #180 
  Lakewood, Colorado 80228 
 February 1, 2019 720-963-3000 
    
   
Drue L. DeBerry 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Ecological Services 
P.O. Box 25486, DFC, (MS 65412) 
Denver, Colorado 80225-0486 
VIA EMAIL ONLY 
 
Attention: Ms. Alison Michael 
 
RE: Biological Assessment for Reevaluation of the 2005 U.S. Highway 550 State Line North 

to County Road 220 Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact, La 

Plata County, Colorado.  Project # NHPP 5501-029; SA 22420, Consultation #ES-6-RO-05-

F-GJSJ002 

Dear Mr. DeBerry: 
 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Colorado Department of 
Transportation (CDOT), proposes to extend the existing four-lane widening on U.S. Highway 
550 (US 550) at County Road (CR) 302 south to approximately milepost (MP) 7.45 at Kirby 
Lane and north to MP 15.8 near the existing US 550/CR 220 intersection.  As a result of this 
proposal, FWHA is requesting formal consultation on the potential effects this action may have 
on federally listed species.  Specifically, an “Is Likely to Adversely Affect” determination has 
been documented in the attached biological Assessment (BA) for the endangered Colorado 
pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus lucius) and endangered razorback sucker (Xyrauchen texanus) due 
to temporary minor water depletions within the Upper Colorado River Basin.  In addition, 
written agreement or non-agreement is requested from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) for the “Is Not Likely to Adversely Affect” determination for the endangered 
Southwestern Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus).   
 
These determinations for these three species have been previously consulted on with the USFWS 
during the development of the US 550 New Mexico State Line to County Road 220 

Environmental Assessment.  A letter of concurrence was issued for the project on October 20, 
2005 (Consultation #ES-6-RO-05-F-GJSJ002).  The letter of concurrence agreed that impacts to 
the Southwestern Willow Flycatcher would be discountable and insignificant and that the 
possible impacts resulting from minor temporary water depletions within the Upper Colorado 
River Basin were addressed in the May 21, 1999 Minor Water Depletions of 100 Acre-feet or 

Less from the San Juan River Basin Biological Opinion.  As required by the previous 
consultation on this action, it is also requested that the USFWS confirm that the San Juan River 
Recovery Implementation Program is able to implement sufficient flows identified for the 
recovery of the Colorado pikeminnow and razorback sucker in a timely manner to offset the 
anticipated minor temporary depletions associated with the action. 
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Please see the attached BA for a more detailed analysis of anticipated impacts and effects from 
the action as well as conservation and mitigation measures to minimize and offset possible 
impacts.  This will ensure that FHWA and CDOT comply with the Endangered Species Act.  If 
you have questions or need additional information, please contact Mark Lawler, CDOT Region 5 
Biologist, at 970.385.8371.   
 

Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 
John M. Cater, P.E. 
Division Administrator 
 

 By:  Stephanie Gibson 
 Environmental Program Manager 
 
Enclosure: Biological Assessment, Reevaluation of the US 550 2005 EA and FONSI 
 
Cc: Jeff Peterson, CDOT Headquarters 
Cc: Stephanie Gibson, FHWA Colorado Division 
Cc: Mark Lawler, CDOT Region 5 
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February 28, 2019 
 
Stephanie Gibson 
Federal Highway Administration – Colorado Division 
12300 West Dakota Avenue, Suite 180 
Lakewood, Colorado  80228 
 
Dear Ms. Gibson: 
 
On October 20, 2005, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) concurred with your 
determination that reconstructing US550 between the New Mexico State Line and County Road 
220 in La Plata County, Colorado, was not likely to adversely affect the endangered 
Southwestern Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax trailii extimus) or its designated critical habitat but 
was likely to adversely affect the endangered Colorado pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus lucius) and 
endangered razorback sucker (Xyrauchen texanus) due to water depletions (ES-6-RO-05-F-
GJSJ002).  Our review was performed consistent with our authority under the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 (ESA), as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).  Our concurrence was based 
on the small amount of Southwestern Willow Flycatcher present in the project area and 
conservation measures designed to reduce the effects of the project to a level that is insignificant 
or discountable.  These conservation measures included performing construction activities 
resulting in direct impacts to the species’ habitat after August 15 and before May 1 and 
conducting pre-construction surveys.  In addition, the possible impacts resulting from minor 
temporary water depletions within the Upper Colorado River Basin were addressed in the May 
21, 1999, Minor Water Depletions of 100 Acre-feet or Less from the San Juan River Basin 
Biological Opinion.  Based upon the findings of the the U.S. Highway 550 State Line North to 
County Road 220 Environmental Assessment, a Finding of No Significant Impacts was finalized 
in December 2005. 
 
On February 1, 2019, we received your request to review our earlier concurrence, and to confirm 
that the San Juan River Recovery Implementation Program can implement sufficient flows 
identified for the recovery of the Colorado pikeminnow and razorback sucker in a timely manner 
to offset the anticipated minor temporary depletions associated with the action.  You are now 
proposing to construct the segment between mileposts 7.45 and 15.8.  There have been no 
changes to the project description; however, habitat conditions for the Southwestern Willow 
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Flycatcher in the corridor have degraded and the New Mexico meadow jumping mouse (Zapus 
hudsonius luteus) has been listed as endangered.   
 
During site surveys conducted in 2018, you noted that willow patches along the Coop Ditch are 
no longer sufficient to support nesting habitat for the Southwestern Willow Flycatcher though 
may support marginal stopover habitat though better habitat is nearby; therefore, you determined 
that impacts to the species are expected to be insignificant and discountable.  Because the species 
is unlikely to be present in the project area, conservation measures such as additional surveys and 
compensatory mitigation are no longer warranted.  Critical habitat for the Southwestern Willow 
Flycatcher has not been designated in the project area; therefore, none will be affected. 
 
The 2018 site surveys also confirmed that habitat for the New Mexico meadow jumping mouse 
is not present in the project area.  Because of this, you made the determination that the project 
will have no effect on the species. 
 
Given that the project description has not changed, and that habitat for the Southwestern Willow 
Flycatcher has degraded to the point where it is no longer expected to support the species, we 
continue to expect the impacts from the project to be insignificant and discountable.  Further, the 
Service considers the San Juan River Recovery Implementation Program’s overall progress 
toward recovery of the Colorado pikeminnow and razorback sucker in the San Juan River to be 
sufficient for the Program to continue as the ESA compliance mechanism for water development 
and operations within the San Juan River Basin. 
 
Please note that reinitiation of consultation will be required if: 

1. New information reveals effects of the action that may affect listed species or critical 
habitat in a manner or to an extent not considered in this consultation; 

2. The action is subsequently modified in a manner that causes an adverse effect to the 
listed species or critical habitat that was not considered in this consultation; or 

3. A new species is listed or critical habitat designated that may be affected by the action. 
 
If the proposed project has not commenced within one year, please contact the Colorado Field 
Office to request an extension.  We appreciate your submitting this report to our office for 
review and comment.  If the Service can be of further assistance, please contact Alison Deans 
Michael of my staff at alison_michael@fws.gov or (303) 236-4758. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      Drue L. DeBerry 
      Colorado and Nebraska Field Offices Supervisor 
 
ec: USFWS/GJ (Aimee Crittendon) 

CDOT, HQ (Jeff Peterson) 
CDOT, R5 (Mark Lawler) 
Michael 

Ref:  Alison\H:\My Documents\CDOT 2005\Region 5\US160 DEIS\2019_extension_2005-F-002\US550_NM_State_line 
to_CR220_EA_reeval.docx 

mailto:alison_michael@fws.gov
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